There äte stilih ho new, definite 


repòrts on the progress, toward get- ` 


ting. Legislative Support for the 
. State buying . out The: Heber 
Creeper: However, a letter from 
_ Gov. Norm Bangerter, dated Dec. 
29, has been made public by the 
Heber Valley Chamber of Com- 
merce, assuring his own support. 

. The letter was written before the 
Jan. 3 public hearing where hun- 
dreds of Wasatch County citizens 
and officials, as well as people from 
outside the County, turned out to 
plead for the State to invest money 
to save the historic railroad. So it 
can be assumed that the Governor's 
support is even stronger now. i 

In.his letter, addressed to the 
Heber Valley Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Governor said the State 
Director of Transportation, Eugene 
Findlay, was chairman of a task 
force formed to study and make rec- 
ommendations on the alternatives- 
‘for saving The Creeper. l 

- He said the task force "has spent 


considerable time ind. effort on. the . 
project, strong ‘support has been. 
forthcomirig from ‘Gur. State'Histor- . 


: ical-Society arid from the Utah De- 


partment of Transportation, ás well 
as this [the Governor's] office. |It 
should also be clear to you that the 
strongest support should be coming 
from Wasatch County (and, indeed, 
your Commissioners are very spp- 
portive) and from those legislators 
who. represent the Wasal ch 
County.” 

Following the hearing, Dóvg 
Bischoff, who represents the Gov- 
ernor, enthusiastically, said! he 
would take a positive report back to 
the Governor on the commuhity 
Support that he was looking: for. 
The legislators have also expressed 
determination to appropriate; the 
money necessary to purchase the 
train, now that they know their 
constituents are behind them, 

Another letter, from the Sacra- 
mento Valley Historical Railways, 
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State Politicians Get 
snowmobile T our of 
strawberry Area 


Governor Norm Bangerter, State 
legislators and their families were 
treated to snowmobile rides and 
lunch in the Strawberry Valley last 
Saturday. The sponsors of the 
__event, the U.S. Forest Service, 


-State Division of Patks and Recre- . 
ation, and the Utah Snowmobile: 


Association hoped to demonstrate 
the importance of developing and 
promoting winter sports in the 
Strawberry Valley, said Dennis 
Jensen, recreation supervisor for the 
Uintah National Forest. 

- Some 300 visitors met at the 
capital building and were taken by 
bus to Strawberry. They were pro- 
vided with appropriate warm cloth- 
ing and safety equipment for their 
hour-long snowmobile rides. After 
everyone had a ride, they were in- 
` vited to have "seconds," and there 
was tubing for the kids. The spon- 


sors kent coffee. hot charalate and 


and that they hoped to strengttien 
their partnership because of some of 
the things they want to accompliish l 
together, as winter sports activities 
increase in the valley, l 

One of their first goals is to cre- 
“ate five parking lots, each wiith 
space for 50. vehicles with trailers, i 
along U. S. 40 next summer, ihe 
said. But snow removal is expen- 
sive and he hopes to get sonne 
money appropriated for Utah Die- 
partment of Transportation crews to 
remove the snow from the parking 
lots. 

The problem has been that with- 
out adequate parking, recreationists 
must park álong the highway, 
causing hazards for traffic and maki- 
ing snow removal on the highwa;y 
very difficult. Jensen said there al- 
ready are traffic bottlenecks and 
with the increasing interest in win- 
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